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ANSWER 


rr 
PANEGYRIC 


On the Late 


| LozdJeffreys, 


"FP 
Have Read your Panegyric 
on the late Lord Jeftreys's 
Hanging ſo many in the 
Weſt ; Directed in a Letter, to 


MadamH— Who had a Brother 


Drawn, Hang'd and Quarter'd 
at Taunton, c. And was fo 


well pleasd with the Picture 


you gave of the laſt Reign, 
in the Life and Death, of that 
| Aaa 2 Great 
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Greai / Man , that it enclin's me 
to Write ſome Remarks upon 
it, which I haye here lent yqu; 

( unknown to Madam H —)and 
if you Print your Panegyric, 
lam willing you ſhou'd add 
'em at the end of it ; and tho' 
they may Diſpleaſe my Lord 


Jeffreys Enemies, yet ſurc they -I 


Oblige his Friends, as they 
are a further Panegyric upon 
that Noble PEER. 2 
Sir, You ſo much applaud 
your Happinets, that Fcrtune 
oer looks your bumble Cottage, | 
perceive you are Grown hum- 
ble enough, to Neglect the 
Glory of a Panegyric, Prefer- 
ing Innocence, before the re» 
nown of performing High 
and D:ſperate Actions; had that 
becn my Lord Jeffreys Temper, 
you had wanted this Noble 
Subject 
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Subject for your Pen; for in 
an Age, where Goodneſs is ſo 
much deſpisl and hated, 
and Greatneſs Idoliz'd to that 
Degree, that what an Honeſt 
Heathen would Abhor, as Baſe 
and Cruel, taking Sanctuary 
under Greatneſs, gives it a Repu- 
zation beyond what ever Ver tue 
can pretend to. 

* You areextreamly juſtified, 
in your Choice of a Paneg yric, 
rather then a Satyr, to Paint in 
Lively Colours, the Great 
Actions of a Lord Jeffreys, he 
Liv'd in a time of huge De- 
figns, no leſs then the Freeing 
the C athelick Church, from a 
Peſtilent Northern Fiere ſie, 
which had ſo weaken'd and 
obſcur'd its Glory, that all 
means poſſible mult be brought 
to Eftect it, all little enough, 
no 
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none left out, not the Devil 
himſelf. And as they made it 
their chief care to furniſh him 
with proper Inſtruments, ſo 
were they very Happy in 
many of thoſe that ſerved em; 
tho! it muſt be ond they al 
came far ſhort of Lord Jeffreys 
Merits, a Perſon ſo admirably 
qualified for the Buſineſs, that 
would the Devi! ſpeak the 
Truth, he muſt confeſs him 
one of the beſt Inſtruments he 
ever took in hand. Tis True, 
the having no Command. of 
his Tears, ſpoil'd him for a 
Hypocrite, but that was no 
great matter, for there was not 
{o much occaſion for | Perſons 
of that Stamp. To have a high 
flown Zeal. for a Prepo/terous 
and miſtaken Loyalty, was ſuffici- 
ent; and at that time, run 

down 
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down all other Points of Reli- 
gion, carrying all before it; and 
with this Superlative Vertue, 
was that great Man moſt Am- 
ply Furniſh'd, from his own 
Native Self-Lege and Ambition; 
which was no ſooner known to 
the Court, then he was deſervedly 
plac d in a right Poſt, for their 
Service; and the great Bravery 
with which he acquitted him- 
ſelf, has forced this Paneg yric 
from you, to Reſcue his Me- 
mory from the Obloquy, Envy 
and Revenge is apt to caſt 
upon all Publick Actions, that 
makes any Sufterers, who are 
rarely brought to make the 
diſtinction - between the Ne- 
ceſſity of Suffering for the Pub- 
lick Welfare, and thoſe: ordina- 
ry miſchiefs they undergo, 
from the Pride, Malice, or 

Cruelty 
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Cruelty, of any particular 


Perſons, who they venture, in 
thoſe Caſes to pronounce Wick- 
ed; and which the World allows 
em to do: So that a Paney yric 
is abſolutely neceſſary to diſtinguiſh 
him from an ordinary Villain. 
Tis hard that for Julian, 
Nero, and other ſuch Kings, 
there ſhou'd be Pens found, to 
celebrate their Praiſes, and this 
great Public Spirit, ſhould find 
none willing, or able, to do him 
Rigbt; for tho he mov'd in 
a lower Shear, he had many Hap- 
py Opportunities of Blood and 


Slaughter, which he never fail'd 
to Improve, for his Maſters 


Honour and Service, enough 


to raiſe his Character, as high as 


the beſt of em; eſpecially what 
he Acted in the Weſt, can ne- 
ver be equall'd, but muſt ſtand 


alone 
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alone in Hiſtory ; for hereto- 
fore it us d to be the moſt gene- 
ral Maxim with Kings, That it 
was moſt for their Honour and 
Intereſt to uſe Clemeney, and ne- 
ver to be rigorous but when 
their Safety requir d it; which 
was ſo lar from being the 
caſe here, that the Man who 
wanted ; and 4 ourage to AF, | 
might eafily. have cover'd it 
with that , excule, that the 
moſt formidable Enemies, were 
in their Graves: But this 
great Hero, and others, by his 
examples ung up Men for 

heir, Pleaſure, while the 
Halle went round ; and twas 
a kind of 22 to their 
Feaſt - H ſo true a Subject, 
that could Pay his Prince ſo 
difficult a Fe with ſuch 


Del: fo deſerves the [ory 
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praiſe. 'Twere much to be 
wiſh'd ſomething more laſting, 
then the Quarters of thoſe Men 
might be found, to Tranſmit 
to Poſterity this accompliſh'd 
Picture of that Bloody Zeal, 
that ſprung from the Fervent 
Charity of Romaniſts, to 
Damn with ſpeed, or ſave the 
Souls of Hereticks. 

*T was ſuch a Zeal, no doubt, 
that Acted this great Man, to 
purſue with Vigour, whatever 
he undertook; for I can't allow 
the Inſolences of Mob, to have 
the leaſt ſhare in ſuch Glori- 
ous Actions: There could be 
nothing ſo mean, in his de- 
ſigns, as a Poor Revenge, upon 
thoſe he efteemd the Scum of 
the Nation: He aimd at 
things of a higher Nature 
ſuch as the Daunting the Re- 
nguned 
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nouned Courage of the Engliſh, 
and deter em "> wt offer- 
ing to oppoſe what their Kin 
has in 1 Tad to do, for bis 
own Eternal Fame and Glory, 
which can't fail attending ſuch 
Catholick Exploits, ſo long as 
Tongues or Pens remain a- 
mongſt em; and what an in- 
famous Villain, muſt he have ap- 
peared to after Ages, had he 
Neglected ſo fair an Occaſion 
to improve the Victory; which 
was not obtain d for his Maſter, 
but by Munz the Lives 
of the moſt Loyal, the m oſt 
Learned, and the moſt Tender 
Conſciencd of all his Majeſtys 
Subjects: And we ſee plain- 
ly, all theſe Conſiderations 
Weigh'd more with him than 
any reſpect to Humanity, or Na- 
tural Affection; he defied em 
= Bbb 2 all; 


— 


An Anlwer to (Ag 


all, or any of 'em, to Work 
the leaſt effect upon his great 
Sol, in Caſes of that Moment. 
But (Sir) I need not inlarge 
For you have bin ſo juſt, to here. 
his Lordſhips Aſerits, as to 
ſhew us how good and Merciful 
he was to all that fell under 
his Sentence; from the Murder 
of Sir Edmund Bury-Godfry, 


» down to the laſt that Dyd in the 


Weſt And as you Va- 
ded —— this S of Blood, 
that my Lord might have all 
his Praiſes; fo you have done 
Iuſtice to his Enemies, in telling 
us what they Object againſt 
him, as to his Proceedings in the 
Weſt : which you have an- 


ſwerd ( (if you are in Farneſt) | 


ſo much to his Lordſhips Ho- 
nour, that I think your Juſti- 
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: Toꝛd Jeffreys Panegyric. 
| tying his Weſtern Cruelties, is 
the higheſt flight in your Pane- 
gyric, next to that of making 
George Lord Teffres one of our 
 Detiverers from opery and Slavery 
(according to the Prophecy 
of thoſe he Sentenc d. And 
I muſt fay, you have ſhewn 
no ordinary Love to his good 
Name by endeavouring to clear 
him of all that Levity, Whor- 
ing, Dr nlenneſs, Swearing, Ly- 
ing, Sabbath-breaking, Pride, Co- 
deteouſn ſsand Oppreſſton; which 
the Weſt 1 Country-Men lay 
to his Charge, in their Secret 
Memoirs. 

But *twill more enhance 
the Price of his Great Actions, 
if ſome thing be ſaid to Set 
forth the true Merits and 
Greatneſs of his oppoſers; they 
were not a Rabble of Men, that 
met 
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met tagether in Arms, they 
knew not why; the Dube of 
Monmouths Deglaration plainly 
ſhews the Principles they went 
upon; but how thoſe Princi- 
ples ſhould be of Force, to In- 
Sage 'em in an Atempt fo 
liffcult, and full of danger, 
to Reſcue the Nation, from the 
miſchiefs they feared, while 
the reſt of the Nation either 
ſaw nothing to Fear, or ſaw 
no means to help it, is much 
a wonder ; but perhaps,. they 
thought it not good Manners, 
to Queſtion the Performance 
of thoſe Promiſes the King 
had made'em, to preſerve the 
Laws : But thoſe in Arms, Judg- 
ed it no time to Complement away 
their Rights, and have Idolatry 
Impoſed upon em; who knows, 
but they might think the Pope 

1 Anti- 
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Antichriſt, which made his Re- 
ligion appear ſo Terible to em 
tho” tis a point not yet Deter - 
mind in the Church of Eng- 
land: And certainly they canꝰ 
be more in the right, then not 
to fix it abſolutely in that 
Church; for if an Exorbitant 
Ambition of Riches, Power and 
Greatneſs, in one Repreſenting 
in the Church, the Power and 
Authority of God, when for Se- 
cular Advantages', they carry it 
beyond the PoweMGod bas given 
'em, is a great mark of Anti- 
chriſt : Some degree of that 
Spirit, may be ſeen in other 
Churches ; contending with 
each other, for Superiority, ſtri- 
ving every way imaginable, 
to increaſe their Riches, Pow- 
er and Dignities; what time 
may 


An Anſwer to 


ä 


| improve this to, none 
knows. 
However thoſe Patripes i in 
Arms. found by experience, 
cheſs Leſſer Evils were much 
eaſier to be born with, then 
redreſsd ; becauſe, Humane 
Laws does not touch/em ; but 
ſo much of their Religion, as 
the Laws of the Land Secures 10 
'em, they thought themſelves 
obliged, to Preſerve, and De- 
fend, at the expence of their 
Lives, fromigpen Aſſaults, and 
Treacherous deſigns: For how 
can it be thought a Crime, to 
draw a Sword in Defence of 
ones Juſt Rights ? Whatever we 
are Born to, the Law allows us to 
Defend and Keep; and helps us 
to Puniſh all Diſturbers, of our 
juſt Poſſeſſions; and can we 
abr think our Religion 
Eſtabliſh'd 
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Eſtabliſh'd by Law, of to ſmall 
Account, we ſhould Value it 
leſs then Nabath did his Inhe- 
ritance, and give it up, to 
pleaſe the King ? | 
No certainly, for he wha 
underſtands to prize it as 
he ougnt, will think him- 
{If Happy to Die, for the ſe- 
curing it to Poſterity: This was 
the mincl of thoſe, who were 
prevaiPd with, by the Due of 
Monmouth's Declaration, to 
aſſt him with their Lives and 
Fortunes, and theſe Principles 
might perhaps be thought as 
Stroag, tho not ſo Univerſal, 
as their's that oppoſed them; 
and able to animate to great 
Actions ; which proves the E- 
nemy was not ſo contemptible , 
but that there needed ſome 


Courage and Bravery, to encoun- 
Ccc ter 
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ter 'em; but that's nothing to 
my Lord Jeffreys ; he was not 
the Man that ſubdu'd 'em, it 
was chiefly owing to the 
mighty Courage, and Conduct 
of a great Prelate; which 
ſhews they were ſomewhat 
put to it, for Commanders in 


chief; but for inferiour Offi- 


cers, they found a Principle 
that procured *em all they 
needed. 

But Lord Jeffreys was the 


only Man, that with his Cru- 


el Severities, could Terriſie 
the Nation to a degree, 
as might Secure 'em from the 
Danger of ever being ſo put 
to it again. 

And truly the Wiſdom of 
their Ccuncels, appear'd in their 
giving him Kirk tor hisAſſiſtant, 
for two fitter Men for any Im- 

ployment 
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ployment, (vil or Military, 
*twas impoſſible to find; the 
one, having fo excellent a Fancy 
in Executions, he could perform 
'em agreeably, and make 4 


good Jeſt of em; the other ſo 


excellent at finding out the 
many ways of catching *em, that 
none might eſcape him, that 
were capable of being drain'd 
of Money; and 'twas the beſt 
Service he cou'd do his Maſter, 
as the ſureſt way to prevent 
any danger of the like Rebel- 
lion; which could never have 
been done, by one that wanted 
the leaſt dram of Lord Jeffrey's 
Courage and Reſoluticn to make 
Attempts of that nature tis im- 
| poſſible; which we plainly fee 
was all his deſign, in Whipping 
ſome for nothing, and Hang ing 
others, for what amounted to 


Cc nothing, 
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nothing, meerly for Prevention; 
for tho he ſpar'd the Lives of 
the Rich ( content only with. a 
large ſhare of their Money ) 
he thought it moſt ſecure to 
Hang the Poor, for if they e- 
ſcaped with their Lives, they 
might be forth- coming; and 
upon ſuch another occaſion 


be hir'd by the Rich to do 


miſchief, which was all the 
Danger to be fear'd, from ſuch 
Scoundrils, *mecr Sons of Dung- 
© Hills, that have neither Li- 
* berty, nor Property, to con- 
tend for, as he tells em, in 
* that incomparable Speech. he 

made to em, at Briſtol; a 
Speech that muſt for ever Silence 
with ſhame, all Jet Speeches, and 
for mal Declamations ; his Audi- 
tors were to blame. to expect a 


prepar'd Speech from him, 


whoſe 
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whoſe Heart was at no time 
unprovided of Loyalty, to de- 
clare the Kings gracious in- 
tentions to his moſt Rebellious 
Subjects; nor Zeal, to ſerve his 
Country; which made him 
deſpiſe, and overlook the Pomp 
and Honours, that are the Re- 
wards and uſual Attendants of 
thoſe Services; nor yet of 
Charity, to reform the Faſhio- 
nable abuſes the. Men of Briſtol 
ſo weakly ſubmitted to: Nor 
to Compleat all, he wanted not 
Humility, ſuch an unparallelFd 
Humility, of bringing a 
© Bruſh in his Pocket, to rub 
© the Duſt from all their Stock- 
© ings, or wherever it ſtuck, and 
© Beſom at his Back, with a 
Reſolute Intent to Sweep e- 
very ones Door, from the 
* Higheſt, to the Loweſt; and 

were 
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were it poſhble for any other 
Man to be Furn;ſhd with all 
his Vertues, what were fo 
eaſie as to ſpeak from the 
Heart? But this was bis Pri- 
viledge alone, and much beyond 
Imitation; the Town ſhow'd 
their good manners, in Accept- 
ing hisLordſhip's great Favour 
and Condeſcention ; however, 
they had ſer Men a Work, to 
make clean all before he came, and 
fav'd him that trouble; ſo that 
the Five Dates he paſs'd there, 
waiting for Information of 
ſome Naflineſs that needed his 
Service, was much better ſpent 
in the Contemplation of ſome 
of thoſe Great Services he bad 
done his Maſler, fence his Arri- 
val in thoſe Parts: Which gave 
him a Delightful Proſpect, of - 

the high Honours, and T ranſcen- 


dant 
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dant Favours, would be Heap'd upon 
him, at his Return ; which accord. 
ingly he found, for his Great Maſters 
were not inſenſible of the Mighty Ser- 
vices he had done, and might ſtill do, 
when in a Proper Poſt: and certainly 
he had never fail'd, had not the whole 
Kingdom faiÞd, and left him neveran 
Inſtrument to Work with ; for when 
the good of the Publick, had ſo far 
prevail'd with him, to change his A- 
verſion to Diſſenters and Fanaticks, 
into the impoſing upon the Clergy 


a Declaration for Liberty of Our 


ence; How Fatal that Prov'd, 

all know, beſides that, what 8 
he do, when that ſtrong Principle, 

Paſſive Obedience, which had gain'd 
*em ſo many Souldiers, was quite 
Broke, and good for nothing ? And 
and whoſe Fault was it, but theirs 
who lay'd ſuch Mighty Streſs upon 
it ? They could expect no leſs, then 
that it ſhould fail em; it might have 
laſted till this time, with good Uſage. ' 


Ter tis wonderful to N the 


ſtrength of the Mans Parts; who 
ge ver was at a Los, 1 in his greateſt 
Ex- 
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Extremities: But always found out 
the only way of diſpatch, in all Bu- 
ſineſs; this led him read ily to the 
laſt Scene of his Life, to prevent the 
Busſle, trouble and diſpute, it would 
have coſt, to have proportion d his Sen- 
gence exactly to his Merits: It muſt be 
own'd, he found outa better way 
for himſelf, than any he cou'd have 
been advis'd to. This was an unſuſpect- 
ed Weapon, of which the effects were 
plainly ſeen, and the Hand that us d 
it. The beſt way to prevent a/ 
Queſtion and Diſpute about it, that 
his Great Darling, Strife, he. had 
ſo Cheriſh'd all his Life, might Die 
with him, that none after him, might 
enjoy a Feſt of that Nature; becauſe 


he knew none after him, could do it 


with fo good a Grace. There's no- 
thing can be added to his incompara- 
bleCharatter ; tho? tis all Perfection, it 
can't be Suſpected of the leaſt Flat- 
tery. I ſhall add no more, but 
Conclude, | 
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